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The Association between Evaluations of Representational and
Abstract Paintings and Attitude toward Ambiguity

Ritsuko AZAMI and Mayo Totsuka

Abstract

This research used representational and abstract paintings to examine the association between
evaluations of paintings and attitude toward ambiguity. A total of 81 college students participated.
All participants responded to eight adjective pair questions (e.g., “pleasant — unpleasant,” “gaudy —
plain”) for all paintings (6 representational, 6 abstract). Factor analysis of the eight adjective pairs
(principal factor analysis, promax rotation) resulted in the extraction of an “evaluation” factor and
an “activity” factor. The difference yielded by subtracting total score for abstract paintings from that
for representational paintings was calculated for each factor and multiple regression analysis was
performed to explore the impact of attitude toward ambiguity on them. The results demonstrated
that “anxiety” increased evaluation for representational paintings, while “enjoyment” and “exclusion”
increased activity for abstract paintings. The real-world applications of this study were discussed in
light of the knowledge that associations with psychological maladaptation differ depending on

attitude toward ambiguity.

Keywords: paintings, representational paintings, abstract paintings, attitudes towards ambiguity
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