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Abstract

Needless to say that Lady Augusta Gregory is a major prominent figure and patroness in the Irish Re-
naissance, her ‘literary salon’ makes a great contribution to establish both cultural and literary legacies. ‘Salon’
has played a significant role in Europe for several centuries since the 16th century as s a specific and unique
‘place’ for a variety of communication, an intellectual exchange of information and upbringing of talented fig-
ures in art and academic realms or politics. During the Augustan age (1880-1730), which is the specific peri-
od of forming a public realm in Britain, several female writers begin to make their writings publicized. A
prominent female figure of them is Lady Anne Finch, Countess of Winchilsea, who was highly praised by not
only J. Swift, J. Dryden or A. Pope in the 18th century but also by Wordsworth, and considered as the fore-
runner of the Romantics in modern times. Consequently, she is highly regarded as a pre-Romantic poet and
as a prominent poet of the first generation of women writers. This essay views modern aspects and distin-
guished characteristics of her poems, dealing with gender issues, which was very rare at that time.

Keywords: the 18th century literary salon, women writers, culture and communication
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"Tis true, I write; and tell me by what rule

I am alone forbid to play the fool,

To follow through the groves a wandering
muse

And feigned ideas for my pleasure choose?

Why should it in my pen be held a fault, 5

Whilst Myra paints her face, to paint a
thought?

Whilst Lamia to the manly bumper flies,

And borrowed spirits sparkle in her eyes,

Why should it be in me a thing so vain

To heat with poetry my colder brain? 10

But I write ill, and therefore should forbear.
Does Flavia cease now at her fortieth year
In every place to let that face be seen
Which all the town rejected at fifteen?

Each woman has her weakness; mine indeed 15
Is still to write, though hopeless to succeed.
Nor to the men is this so easy found;

Even in most works with which the wits
abound

(So weak are all since our first breath with
Heaven)

There’s less to be applauded than forgiven. 20
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Winchilsea could satirize women very sharp-
ly, but her satire is always modified by the
fact that it comes from a right-minded woman

rather than a male censor of the sex. Thus,
she avoided patronizing generalizations and
expected women to meet a universal human
standard rather than a specifically ‘feminine’

one.”
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Did I my lines intend for public view,

How many censures would their faults pur-
suel

Some would, because such words they do
affect,

Cry they're insipid, empty, incorrect.

And many have attained, dull and untaught, 5

The name of wit, only by finding fault.

And all might say, they're by a woman writ.

Alas! A woman that attempts the pen,

Such an intruder on the rights of men, 10

Such a presumptuous creature is esteemed,

The fault can by no virtue be redeemed.

They tell us we mistake our sex and way;

Good breeding, fashion, dancing, dressing,
play,

Are the accomplishments we should desire; 15

To write, or read, or think, or to enquire,

Would cloud our beauty, and exhaust our
time,

And interrupt the conquests of our prime;

While the dull manage of servile house

Is held by some our utmost art and use. 20
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& | (‘To write, or read, or think, or to en-
quire,)o 194755 20 fTICF CTOFMTTHZ 5
DL, K7L OFEHN»—FRIEINL DI,
BEEOM L FEIT LT & 200X 2 5 Wik
RBOFIRIZEEDLNIBES L, 29 L72H
OB L WERD, HEIEEO N DIE, B
T 18 AN, S SIHEROIL E 1 id 19 itk
F HBHVIT 20 AL TITE kR KIRE T T
Bl T adiwv, 2H)EERTS [H] 13,
TV 74 Y FADE Y 72 L 7R K B R D
MEICIR BN T Wz 79 ¥ ADFNI L2 BUR
BB ZFo7z Yoy ] BREICEZT, wbw
LFEHHEL-EEO [Huy] BHFTEL
DU 5 720 WA L7z &9 I27 Y HMEAN
28 o 72 NBIBARR, I SCE O KRBET O )1 7%
LT, ZoBOEFIIRBETH7-0%
HoTWZIZTH, 512, BEORKIMNITS
N7z [ ICHZ Tk ooy, 2otE%
o - BEHOMEICB VTR ER TR S
Tdrolze HAEICE o THELAARFEEHARE
REALHLIN TSN, 7vOFNFREIENIN
T L LA, FEOBREZERHREN L
MMOBEBRNELFE L TOWLDTH B, FLTHIC
X, VX7 ADWE L [RAM] SERTS
DThH5bo

3. [¥O>Xqt] HREDEE

TV T4 YTORBT YIREZIZOWT
X, POTHIMTOETORN Z1T- 72 [4EH ]
KT 2ZRY, 2o50ICHKREOED Y A E
BERDOT, FMaEillc L TERZINZ 5 LED
Hbo SHICENDEOLEEZERRE [Hua ]
Abix, WRICES R TR Z S RV,

1830 AR DIRRIX, KMot SEH O ED &
FNOET, [Hur] 1T ZLELLHET
L, ZIhORETLEREFERRI-LD Yo
V] RWEROYIIEZ T L, TORBI AW
[FH#h] LIPENTV—A My v 7OLBS
B7 b Ta& 5", Lady Mary Wortory Mon-

tague, Lady Elizabeth Montague, Lady Hester
Chapone (née Mulso), Catherine Macauley,
Hanna More 57 ¥ + 74 Y FDIl%E Z Tk H
TbEEZXD7EH9, FOMIZY, 175540 »
oSz TEFHRE] (Poems by Emi-
nent Ladies) 213, 18 %4 b O®EF ADIEMAS
s Tws?, ThsoWbitan
FKEAITH B DL, SCEREIEBPEZIFICEF S
NGB CTH - 722 L 2 BN TR S RV,
EvIHDy, EEIZBWT [P v ] Ub#EAD
FHWIZB oWk IA LED [#HE] Tho
TRHFEFRFICEETREATHA ) mIERIC [H
Or] OEFRCORERNEENFZ S L 2R
L, Zofiziidizwv,

Finally, it is imperative to recognize that the
term “salon” itself is in fact an anachronistic
one in relation to the seventeenth and ear-
ly-eighteenth century. In these periods “salon”
was used solely to refer to a room in a house
or apartment; only at the end of the eigh-
teenth century did it begin to be used to refer
to a social gathering. The term conversazione
was frequently employed by English salon
participants when referring to their gather-
ings, rather than the term bureau d’esprit,
which was often favoured by French partici-

13
pants.( )

(RBICEERZ LD, 17HELS 18
HAAMIFICE LT [Ya ] w2 LidH
RIZEASE R 2 FIEECTH B L BT RETH
5o OB, [Hur] v HEEIE HIC
[FE] 2 8] EvwI)EKRTLL2RD2 o7,
LA»L, 18 oEbYEHIZZRS &, [Ha ]
BHEDOEFZ Y Z/T L) o707, F0H
FNESRT I, R LI HFEZ L
EUIRERE [Ha > ] oBmEPFATHEAL
TWihe ZRIINLT, 75V AOBNELD
i MAEMOIE] L v HiER AL 2
%)
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RIBHELH, HAREOERLEXLNET S F
TIHE D 1780 4485 5 1830 SED P AL, i
[EL L ATH OB EH Sk 2 & FRE WAL AT
HRIBL, ZHEOHSEROB LR % #EE L
AT H 72 e dbh b, 75V AZBVT
X, TCRMSNEENETRELL [XEYE
Y DPERELBRBEL Cwiz2s, ERENCRERLE TS
VAR T Y] @B#EELTW AP ok 2O/
Biligeds [a—e—n 2] ThHb, LeLid
5, BN E SN2 Hd, [I—b—1T7 ]
BHR~R - A7 TOREERT Vv —F Y
A B DFEA & Wi L 72A%, BYEE oY htsk
TH o720 NWZETERAH R A F V3 H O 5k
THHFIATbN S —T, RBOER - EEI L
Lo [ EoTwi, &9 LiztEo
SEENFEN. L TV, RVICk o THEE
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Mt S EBATE TH D L RIS, BRAD HLT
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B, ZoRRICH o Tid, KERIELTWY
oo E5 2%, o BEICIRY M T I,
HCOE&zm oM IERIHATELorb Lk
Vo F7, BROHKIMAT—F AITZKZ5NT
Wzl b REW, M Yo ] 2EETLS
Ly %L, MANLREHRERICE > THa
DERBEIEETELLEVIDREETHA I,
LA L, BMRMEFEICD o0z 9 2Emo I,
TV TAVTFOBEN T ERLTWS, &5
12 R R OB THIERRICSL Z SN2 3EET
il & X IEEARIZ, R—TRAv 4 7 M ETHED
BHEDPWZOFERE RO LITKE RERDY
Hoto EIMEOBMABRH L LTHRZS 72
F =AY VHHRIC, FNha B L BEEIR 2
HolzXANb T TUvaXi-HBAaTHo 7,
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