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The psychology of Takarazuka fans:

—A comparison between Japanese and overseas fans— (”

Ritsuko Azami *

Abstract

This study aimed primarily at comparing the psychology of Japanese and overseas fans of the Takarazuka
Revue Company (commonly called ‘Takarazuka' ) . Secondly, it aimed at comparing the findings of Kamise
(1994) on the psychology of Japanese Takarazuka fans, conducted about twenty-five years ago, and present
attitudes as reflected by the results of this study. Pertaining to Japanese Takarazuka fans, we obtained
essentially similar findings to those of Kamise (1994) , indicating that the images and expectations that
Japanese fans hold of Takarazuka have remained unchanged over time. On the other hand, although overseas
fans were similar to Japanese fans in some respects, particularly in that they were attracted to the glamour of
the stage, the beauty of the performances, and the dashing elegance of the actresses playing the male roles,
there were also differences. That is, overseas fans supported the worldviews and culture unique to Takarazuka,
and saw their ideal male image in the actresses playing the male roles.

Keywords : fan psyshology, Takarazuka Revue Company, Takazuka fan, cross-cultural study







