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The Relationship between Pointing for Self and Exploratory Behavior :

Based on Naturalistic Observation in a Free - play Setting

Ryo Murakami *

Abstract

The present study investigated the relationship between pointing for self in children around 11 to 15 months
old and distance moved as a measure of exploratory behavior. The frequencies of pointing for self and pointing
at a caregiver performed by 7 children (5 boys, 2 girls) aged between 11 and 15 months old in free-play settings
were recorded during a total of 13 hours observation. The distances moved in free-play settings were
subsequently measured in the same children when they reached 26 to 31 months old. A correlation was not
observed between frequency of pointing for self and distance moved. However, a correlation was observed
between frequency of pointing at a caregiver and distance moved. From the present findings, two conclusions
can be drawn. The first is that there is no relationship between pointing for self and exploratory behavior in
children aged 26 to 31 months. The second is that exploratory movements have social meaning for children

aged 26-31 months.

Keywords : pointing for self, non-communicative pointing, infants, exploratory behavior,




