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As children of a suffering land we always
look with pride

On those who for our country’s cause have
nobly fought and died;

And now with those who thus repose we'll
reckon all who bled

Our chains to break in Easter week, with
Ireland’s Martyred Dead.

Then, brothers all, be proud of those who
fell in Easter week,

Be yours the task upon their foes a venge-
ance dire to wreak;

Resolve to-day within your hearts, some day
your faith to show,

When Freedom’s slogan calls again to deal a
gallant blow.

For the blood of men must flow again

though orphans’ tears are shod,
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Till a nation free the shrine shall be of Ire-
land’s Martyred Dead.

(“The Men of Easter Week”)
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This man had kept a school

And rode our wingéd horse;

This other his helper and friend
Was coming into his force;

He might have won fame in the end,
So sensitive his nature seemed,

So daring and sweet his thought.
This other man I had dreamed

A drunken, vainglorious lout.

(COBRFKRERE LLIELHD /ZLT
FIcHEDNRT Y ZER -T2, /AT KA -
750 BREMEIL REEAFEED
bbbty /ZOREITETHHM
AL/ ZOBEZEBHETHTELL -
72 S HEIVDEDDIDOHIE, WMsiFon Dl
s T - Tini,)

TanRF U TDONT g RS, WS hicFicb %
BOMITEETIDIIHL, £ 24 YVDIERTE
krEhsoix, E7—X, <7 K+, 2V —,
RITIA4 MDD ALANITED, 1A YDOHIIH
TR OB ABERIH TS, o3 A 1Y
DHATH Y, <7754 bEROTHLOEIR
CH-712FbTH5,

TANT v FOFERIZIHBZ WK UMBEZ T
KHICBA IR, 2 TEET XD WHBIFEA
R AEFRR ISV, & OB 2 AR TE 27
Bk A R, B S oI A A S AR T
b, INETRERPHICHNTY L KO IBA g
ML, ook Uh—AItk->T, #HT BH0H
D FIRE > TH A,

The stone’s in the midst of all.

Too long a sacrifice

Can make a stone of the heart.

O when may it suffice?

What is it but nightfall?

No, no, not night but death;

Was it needless death after all?
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The Force and Potential of Language:
The Boundary between Poetry and Propagandistic Writing

—in the Case of W. B. Yeats’'s “Easter 1916”
and a Ballade in a Broadside Sheet —

Kunie EBISAWA

Abstract

In order to cope with globalizing society English education in Japan has been focusing for a
long time much upon how to improve sufficiently the skills of English learners. Various teaching
methods have been introduced, invented, and tried. Some of them may be noteworthy, but it is
difficult to judge which method is most effective. In fact, many of them are still been being ex-
amined.

In the course of these enthusiastic trials by many educators, it seems that more and more
learners have come to feel afraid of using the language, or what is much worse, it seems that the
learners have begun to lose interest in learning it, despite understanding that English skills are
necessary. This discouraging tendency is contradictory to our educational aim. Too much em-
phasis upon practical usage of language might cause their passive attitude toward language
learning. Recently, I have come to strongly feel that it is necessary to teach an attractive quality
of sound and some profound functions of language in addition to providing different ways of
thinking.

This paper argues that poetry would be effective and appreciated even in educational fields
because it has a certain function which may restore interest in language. Poetry has been criti-
cized for its lack of logical thoughts, clarity, and practicality. On the contrary, poetry provides
a variety of potential: images, association, multiple definitions of words, rhetoric, and melodious/
musical sound. There should be, however, a definite deference between poetry to be appreciated
and propaganda writing. By contrasting Yeats’s poem with propaganda writing, I reveal poten-
tial strong points in poetry in language expression. I conclude that some of poems in both Japa-
nese and English could be appreciated in order to stimulate learners’ feelings and allow them to

perceive the quality and beauty of language.



