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pation. CD releases come complete with
lottery tickets for a chance to attend a
“handshake event” to meet members, or
with ballots for popularity contests for
members, with the top vote-getters perform-
ing on coming singles or appearing in music
videos. Many of AKB 48’s hard-core otaku,
or geek, fans buy dozens, or even hundreds
of copies of the same CD to give their favor-
ite girl a boost in rankings, or to win a

chance to meet her in person.
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Mr. Akimoto's success with AKB 48 has
spawned numerous studies for would-be
pop moguls, ranging from books on “The
Economics of AKB48” and “The Art of
Grabbing the Heart,” to articles in business
magazines on the group's “360-degree mar-

keting.”
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