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An army of new online courses is scaring the wits

out of traditional universities. University brands built
in some cases over centuries have been forced to
contemplate the possibility that information
technology will rapidly make their existing business
model obsolete. Meanwhile, the MOOCS have
multiplied in number, resources and student
recruitment-without yet having figured out a business
model of their own.

Besides providing online courses to their own
(generally fee-paying) students, universities have felt
obliged to join the MOOC revolution to avoid being
guillotined by it. Coursera has formed partnership
with 83 universities and colleges around the world,
including many of America’s top-tier institutions.

Besides the uncertainty over which business model,
if any, will produce profits, there is disagreement
over how big the market will be. Some see a zero- or
negative-sum game, in which cheap online providers
radically reduce the cost of higher education and
drive many traditional institutions to the wall. Others
believe this effect will be dwarfed by the dramatic
incase in access to higher education that the MOOCS
will bring.
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[Distance Learning (Extramural study)

by Massey University]

Papers (courses) studied by distance learning
provide the same content and an equivalent learning
experience as those taught on campus. If you are
working towards a formal qualification, it will be
recognized and held in the high esteem. They also
recognize the skills, motivation and commitment that
are demonstrated in studying at a distance.

There’s a huge range of papers (courses) available
at levels from certificates to degrees. You may
choose from any of our offerings in areas as diverse
as sciences, business, education, creative arts,
humanities, social sciences, aviation and others. As
youd expect, there are some terms and conditions
for entry into our programmes, which are available
on our web site.

The beauty of distance learning with Massey is
that you can study almost anywhere; around your
home, on the train, at the beach or even abroad. In
fact, we've had extramural students on every
continent. For most papers, you will require regular

access to the Internet.

S (2014) & H\2 LCREEASPRRL

Once you've enrolled, we’ll send you a study pack
and let you know about on-line resources to get you
started. These are produced by the subject expert
who will be teaching you, in conjunction with a team
of teaching and learning experts. Most papers will
contain a set of lessons, recommend readings and
sometimes other supporting items such as an on-line
classroom. You'll also receive an administrative guide,
which introduces your lecturer and describes the
assessments and course requirements. Regardless of
how your paper is delivered, you'll be also able to
contact your lecturer or seek help and advice. On-line
papers have the further advantage of nurturing
discussion with other students on your course.
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Coursera, a for-profit spin-off from Stanford that
offers a wide variety of courses in close
collaboration with several dozen high-profile
universities (including Princeton, the University
of Tronto, and the University of Michigan, as
well as Stanford), to which Coursera provides
authoring tools and other forms of assistance;
Bowen (2013)74p

Udacity, another for-profit Stanford spin-off,
which concentrates on computer science and
related fields; unlike Coursera, Udacity works
only with individual professors (rather than
through institutions); Bowen(2013)74p
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edX, a nonprofit partnership of MIT, Harvard,
the University of California at Berkeley,
Georgetown, Wellesley, and the university of
Texas System that offers courses of its own,
initially focusing mainly on computer science
and engineering, and which also plans to make
its platform available on an open-source basis to
faculty elsewhere who wish to create their own
courses., Bowen (2013) 74p
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Khan Academy, a nonprofit organization which
is perhaps known for its short instructional
videos hosted on You Tube, but which today
emphasizes automated practice exercises that
are used heavily by secondary school students.
Bowen (2013) 74p.

Modern technologies have provided the
opportunity to learn anytime, anywhere, and at
any pace, both informally and formally., Lehman
& Conceicao(2014) 2p.
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Fathom. com-an online enterprise from which
Columbia-that did not succeed in transforming
the shape of education, Bowen(2013) 134p.
145p.
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A 2009 report by Allen and Seaman(2010)
shows that 66% of higher education institutions
in the United States reported growing requests
for new online courses and programs and 73%
reported increasing demand for existing online
courses and programs, This compares to 54% of
growing requests for existing face-to-face
courses and programs., Lehman & Conceicao
(2014)4p.
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(30) For American students, there are many
different reasons for going to college. A
common purpose 1s to acquire the first
professional credential, perhaps in engineering,
nursing, accounting, or some other field. In
other cases, however, the first degrees is not
intended to provide vocational training.,
Rosovsky (1991)99p.
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(32) In Japan, even in the most prestigious
institutions, students in the humanities and
social sciences can and often do treat college as
a three-year vacation; tennis appears to be the
favorite “major”, Henry Rosovsky (1991)34p.
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(40) Communication in the online environment takes
many forms using a variety of methods.
Communication can be one-to many through
announcements, one-to-one through feedback, or
many-to-many through cooperative or
collaborative group discussion. Lehman &
Conceicao(2013)99p.
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“Internationalizing the university” is a most
popular slogan on all of our better campuses,
but putting this desire into practice is extremely
expensive. Henry Rosovsky (1991)66p.
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All we need to understand is that universities
are viewed as public property and many of
their inhabitants are treated as public figures.
Rosovsky (1991)15p.
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