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Today's Indian youth are the product of incredible
sociological change. The transformation of Indian society
can be largely attributed to the opening up of the Indian
economy in 1991, and the economic liberalization that
followed. The introduction of the Internet and cable
television in the last two decades has also played an
important part in this social transformation, especially for
youth.

India's youth have an enormous impact: on the economy, on
the media, and on the culture. They are comfortable mixing
Indian values with Western packaging. While they enjoy
wearing saris and going to the temple, they also like wearing
blue jeans, drinking sodas, and watching MTV.

Meet India's Millennium Youth:
The First Global Generation

* Indian youth today are:

¢ healthier, more urbanized and better educated than
earlier generations

° success- oriented, ambitious, technology-oriented,
competetive and confident

* having their first taste of rising prosperity and
expectations.

A Young Country

Total Population 2011 1,210,193,422
Males 623,724,248
Females 586,469,174
0-14 yrs 364,582,000 (35.4%)
15-59 593,342,000 (57.7%)
60 + 70,686,000 (6.9%)

Population Distribution

Total Rural Urban
* 0-14 years 323 337 28.3
15 - 59 years 60.5 59.1 64.6
° 60+ 7.2 7.2 7.2

Figure 4. Papulation Pyramid, 2005
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DEMOGRAPHIC PROFILE

* India's population is over 1.21 billion people
(2011 census), more than a sixth of the
world's population.

° The country's population is almost equal to the
combined population of the United States,
Indonesia, Brazil, Pakistan, Bangladesh and
Japan put together.

» It is expected that, in 2020, the average age
of an Indian will be 29 years, compared to 37
for China and 48 for Japan.

10




AESWE 4V FOFEZRIEDLDOLA Y FH2EXZ 50 47

DEMOGRAPHIC PROFILE Diversity of Indian Youth

I"d:‘; has the largest youth population in the Youth in India are not a homogenous category.
world.

They are divided by:
Caste, class, ethnicity, gender, language, religion, and

521 million of the population is between 12 region.

and 35. More than 50% of India's population
is below the age of 25 and more than 65% There are two Indias: Urban India and Rural Bharat
below the age of 35.
There is a huge gap between urban and rural youth

68.9% live in villages, 31.1% live in cities,
12.5% live in big towns, and 18.6% in small
towns.

1 12

Urban Upper Class Youth

Thelr‘ Ilfesfyle desires, behaviors and attitudes
are different from middle class and lower-class

DUAL INDIAN YOUTH IDENTITY

"Western on the outside but Indian at the core.”

YOUfh Indwn ).lroufh want fhe besffﬂfv‘l:;om wor1l_ds They ¥4m|1f to
. . e Western a i estern tr ut also

They have access to private, good quality viag‘r tou h%[‘?“ fhelr ]12_ ﬂag *rmlc‘ijrhogsfanlc!‘r%hlln their

i i n |unness ey want McDonald's but also Daler
ﬁs;:‘lcai;fr‘noang $r'e mlﬂuznced by We'?{.rlf rn ways of Mehndi (Indian pod: music smger) cyberspace but also the
[e] gh Travel and exposure. [heir occasional “puja” (prayers).

preferences for music, clothes and interaction

with the apposite sex are very close fo their colekraton, o?dL“s'}.zﬁ'é’esaﬁﬁcﬁ‘e?.ﬁe‘éfbﬂ'ffe|l§'efs°‘¢’n~e

western counterparts. deeply rooted in young people

Although it seems as if Ther‘g is equal freatment At the same time, 1x‘wcm‘l' to be identified as global

of both sons and daughters in these families, in citizens and connecT with global youth culture across

fact, discrimination does exist. orders.

Rural Youth

68.9% of youth between 12 and 35 live in village India.

Poor Urban Youth

Poor urban youth generally live in slums. They

! | T . . ion.
have to struggle for survival and grow up in here is less emphasis on formal education

poor and marginalized communities making There is much greater gender discrmination in rural than
them exposed to several risks. in urban areas, especially in literacy and education.

Both boys and girls tend to marry early in rural India.
The pr‘o.bliems They face on a daily basis'are There is a traditional division of gender roles. Boys are
malnutrition, risk of poor health, becoming expected to earn their living, while rural girls are
victims of, or engaging in antisocial activities, expected to do all domestic chores - clean the house,
drugs, alcoholism, and prostitution. cook, wash, fetch water, and take care of younger

brothers or sisters.
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Youth Culture

Indian Youth today are more outgoing. Young men
and women mix freely in cities.

There is growing popularity of Valentine's Day and
greater adoption of western culture by urban youth
in their personal relationships.

Youth are greatly influenced by Bollywood and MTV.
They want to go to gyms, have tattoos, wear
designer clothes, including mini-skirts and high heels.

CONSUMERISM AND YOUTH

Indian Youth have become increasingly
westernised due to the influence of
Cable TV.

Consumerism is widespread among
Indian youth. The youth market (14-25
years) is the largest consumer group in
India having a massive $2.8 billion in
income to spend as they like on clothes,
automobiles and entertainment.

Media's Influence on Youth:

Indian youth are constantly exposed to mass media
advertising, with media targeting youth since they have huge
purchasing power.

Media stresses consumption and appearance.

Criticism is that TV is creating a generation of zombie-like
youth who are increasingly materialistic, disinterested in
family ties, and individualistic.

The “have-nots” are subjected to unsatisfiable cravings that
lead to violence, crime, and self-destructive behaviour like
taking drugs.

There is an increasing incidence of copycat crimes of
violence seenon TV.

LITERACY - INDIA 2011 CENSUS

OVERALL LITERACY: 75.06%
MALE LITERACY: 82.14%
FEMALE LITERACY: 65.46%

Urban - 79.9%
Rural - 58.8%

India currently has the largest illiterate population
in the world. It is estimated that India will achieve
universal literacy only in 2060.

YOUTH and EDUCATION

In mental ability, Indian youth rank with the best in
the world. Graduates from Indian Institutes of
Technology get jobs in world class companies in Europe
and the United States. The top ten to 15 per cent of
graduates are near world class.

At the same time, 31% of young women and 14% of
young men are illiterate, and there is a high dropout
rate in high school.

School attendance rates for youth aged 15-17 years
increase sharply with household wealth.

The gender gap is much narrower in wealthier
households than in poorer households.

FACTORS FOR POOR ENROLLMENT in
SCHOOLS

e Child labor
 Poverty

e The poor quality of education is a major concern, and
the main reason for the continued problems of
dropouts and child labor.

The educationally most deprived are the Dalits, and
lower castes, with females from underdeveloped regions
of the country at the lowest rung.
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JOB OPPORTUNITIES

° The job market has undergone a great change:
there are new jobs for youth in many industries:

InIT and IT-enabled services, in biotechnology,
nanotechnology, microbiology, telecom, banking,
finance, entertainment, media, advertisement,
fashion, tourism, hotel management, manufacturing,
public relations, animation, etc.

ICT -India's change agent

* India has the largest number of young English
speakers working in the IT industry. The BPO
(Business Process Outsourcing) and IT enabled
services handle consumer and technical support,
medical and legal transcription, animation and
multimedia and constantly require personnel as
there is a high turnover rate.

* IT has grown into a billion dollar industry
generating over 1 million jobs. It has been an
advantage for hundreds of thousands of youth
from cities and small towns looking for jobs.

Youth and Marriage

* Most young Indian men say "I'll marry a girl of
my choice but only with my parents' approval®.

° There is a preference for arranged marriages
among both rural and urban youth.

* Youth are traditional and conservative regarding
role obligations of husband and wife.

Age at Marriage

* Societal pressure tends to make Indian youth
marry early and produce children. One reason for
ﬁar‘ly marriage is "guarding chastity” and “family

onor”.

* The average age at marriage varies from 17 to 24
years.

° The average age at marriage increases as
educationincreases.

Fig 1 : Moan Age at Marriage of Families by
Education (19821-2001)
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Youth and Family

* Family plays a major role in the life of Indian youth. In
a recent survey, 79% of urban youth, 18-28 said they
shared most of their parents' views: 86% believed young
people should never challenge their parents' authority.

* Family structure is Patriarchal with a preference for sons.

° Most young people stay with the family until adulthood or
even later in the case of a joint family.

° Respect for elders and family solidarity are
characteristics of an Indian family. Caring for old
parents, protecting sisters, and providing support to
other dependents as a traditional duty is valued within
the culture.
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Growing up Female in India

° Girls have an inferior status and lesser privileges
as compared to boys.

* Gender discrimination cuts across all social
classes.

* The start of puberty restricts a girl's movement.
There are fewer interactions with boys and men,
and more household chores.

° Inarecent survey, 57% of teenage boys felt that
wife beating was justified, and what is worse, 53%
of adolescent girls agreed.

29

We are Proud of our Daughter!
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Demographic Dividend: An Asset?

* The Indian demographic dividend is seen as a huge
economic opportunity, since an increase in the (15-
64) economically productive age group means a
corresponding increase in economic productivity.

* Youth are a huge consumer market. They have
more disposable income creating a greater
demand for goods and more savings that drives
investment.

* Labor shortages in other countries will give rise
to more opportunities in India.

Indian Youth:
An Asset or a Liability for the nation?

 There is an increasing gap between aspirations and the
possibility to realize those aspirations.

° There is high educated youth unemployment. Although
higher education enrollment has grown more than 7% per
year the problem of graduates finding jobs has worsened.

¢ India's higher education and training system does not
equip graduates with the skills required by the labor
market.

* Despite a strong Indian economy, many Indians continue
to work on farms and the unorganized, low-wage services
sector with low income and poor working conditions.

Demographic Dividend: A Liability?

* A large youth population is not enough for
economic growth.

© There is still high unemployment and not
enough large scale skill development projects
to train youth.

* An unskilled, under-utilised, frustrated young
population will weaken economic growth, upset
the harmony of the country and create
violence.

Conclusion

* India is a young country, with a majority of
young people, and projections indicate that
both the number and proportion of working age
people in the population will continue to grow
for a few decades more.

* Youth can be an asset for the country if the
vast youth power can be exploited in a positive
way.With proper education, skill training, job
openings, and healthcare, Indian youth are sure
to boost India's economy.
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