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On Motivation for English Learning and a Survey
of English Qualification of Edogawa Students:

a Result and Prospect Based on Research
of an English Class Utilizing Movies

EBISAWA Kunie

Abstract

I have been in charge of an English class utilizing movies for five years. This class aims at
enhancing the students’ motivation for learning English as well as deepening their interest in dif-
ferent cultures. I use three musicals: My Fair Lady, The Sound of Music and The Wizard of Oz.
These movies offer a good and easy to understand story, easy to understand, articulate English,
and a variety of good performances. The handouts distributed to the students every week are de-
signed by me and consist of some significant dialogues excerpted from the scripts, important
words and phrases to memorize, and grammatical points. They include some parts of the dia-
logues for listening comprehension and practice quizzes. I give the students a review quiz every
week and also conduct the class mostly in English.

At the end of the term I surveyed the students, asking them to evaluate the class to provide
information about their level of English proficiency based on STEP (Eiken) and TOEIC, and to
provide information about their overseas trips. This paper shows the results of the question-
naire and discuss some tasks to solve and prospects for English education. By utilizing movies
suitable for English class, most of the students were satisfied and became more interested in
learning English. Many of them felt that listening comprehension and motivation for studying
English had improved.

Two-thirds of the students had not obtained a STEP qualification, or challenged TOEIC yet.
Getting these students to take these proficiency exams is one issue to consider and solve. An-
other issue to tackle is to find out what would make them interested in gaining in overseas expe-
rience. Overseas experiences are important for our students to get first-hand knowledge and
confidence for living in a globalized world.





