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A comic strip drawn by Kazuki Nagaura, Edogawa University
Then Student, most probably led to Barack Obama’s visit to
Hiroshima on May the 27th in 2016
as the first Incumbent U.S. President in response to Hiroshima

City’s request in 2009.

Kato Tadaaki *

When he came to Japan for the first time as the incumbent U.S. President in November, 2009,
Barack Obama hoped that he would be pleased to visit Hiroshima someday as the incumbent U.S.
President for the first time. He was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize after his well-known speech, “A
World Without Nuclear Weapons” in the same year in Prague, the then Czechoslovakia.

He was born in Hawaii in 1961 and had an education in Punahuu School, before entering
Columbia University and Harvard University. (Surprisingly, Punahoo School is a prestigious high
school in Hawaii, with which Fukuji Noguchi, my high school teacher of English attached to Keio
University started its ties in early 1960's. I had wanted to find someone from my alma mater, who
was with him in Hawaii in late 1970s, though in vain. )

On September the fourth, 2009 Tadatoshi Akiba, the then Mayor of Hiroshima, sent me a letter
of thanks confirming receipt of our CD with the comic strip and photos taken on the day
commemorating the English translation and publication of a full set, ten volumes of “Barefoot Gen”
by Keiji Nakazawa, a seven-year old boy in Hiroshima in 1945, when the atomic bomb dropped on
Hiroshima. I remember reading “Barefoot Gen” when I was a junior high school student. I had an
honor to be seated with Keiji Nakazawa and his wife, Mayor, Namie Asazuma, the book project
organizer and Kiyoshi Fujio, a writer. I handed the mayor the comic strip requesting him to send
him along with the translated version of “Barefoot Gen.” Barack Obama was a new president and his
family were not so known. So it must have been hard for Ms. Nagaura to draw his family picture so
well. She did well. One of my classmates at Keio University was a managing director at TOEI
Animation Company and he released the famous One Piece series so successfully in Japan. He
commended her drawing skill as having enough talent, though she did not choose to become an
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animator. The whole incident was reported to the publicity chair at Edogawa University, but was
not considered to be something worthy of notice as a university. But after Obama visited Hiroshima
in 2016, things should change. Wikipedia writes clearly in Japanese how his visit to Hiroshima was
materialized since 2009. The president’s family were so nicely drawn on top. He must have liked her

drawing of his whole family. This could have been something true behind the scene.

In early morning on January 20, 2023 the NHK broadcast introduced Ms. Asazuma as a
translator of the Russian version of Keiji Nakazawa's “Barefoot Gen,” which has been translated in
twenty-four languages. She lamented her publication of the ten-volume comic book did not stop
Russian President Putin from hinting at the misuse of the Atomic Bombs. I remember the well-
known words by Lord Acton in 1887, “Absolute power corrupts absolutely.” What would ever

happen to this world?
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Nuclear Weapons

1. And so to all other peoples and governments

who are watching today, from the grandest
capitals to the small village where my father
was born, know that America is a friend of each
nation and every man, woman and child who
seeks a future of peace and dignity, and we are
ready to lead once more. (from his inaugural
address, Jan, ’09)
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. So, today, I state clearly and with conviction

America’s commitment to seek the peace and
security of a world without nuclear weapons.
(In Prague, April, '09)
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~in Hiroshima~

3. (imaginary scene) Let me invite you, Mr.

President, and all other heads of states with
nuclear weapons to Hiroshima. (Mayor of
Hiroshima City)
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. (imaginary scene) They all agreed to the
eradication of nuclear weapons. (World News)
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— Produced by Edogawa University —
T. Kato (imaginary scene voice No.3)
TM. Kelly (imaginary scene voice No.4)
Kazuki Nagaura (illustrations)
Eri Masuda (assistant)
Contact: Tadaaki Kato
tadatatw@edogawa-u.ac.jp
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Tadatoshi Akiba, Mayor

1-6-34 Kokutaiji-machi, Naka-ku, Hiroshima 730-8586
Phone: 082-504-2039 Fax: 082-504-2625
e-mail : mayor@city. hiroshima. jp
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