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Lady Gregory’s Attempt to Create a Powerful Representation of New Irish Women
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Abstract

Lady Gregory created some historical plays which includes not only historical events recorded and
recognized as official history, but also legendary folk history. She attempts to describe famous historical
events or deeds in terms of women's points of view. This article shows how Lady Gregory creates a new type
of female image to symbolize Ireland, and examines her purpose of creating heroines which culturally
represent Ireland. Her heroines are not a stereo-typed weak females, depending upon or subject to a male
dominant society. On the contrary, Lady Gregory tries to create an independent, strong heroine, who foretells
a modern new type of women of the modern era, as well as a new representation of Ireland.

Keywords: Lady Gregory's Irish historical plays, heroines as cultural representation, the Irish literary Renaissance
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She wrote of her first attempt at a three-
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act historical drama: “Desire for experiment
is like fire in the blood.” Experiment implies
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stir. I give you my word you would have as
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as to be lodging in a nest of wild bees. p.49) &
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wrong side always, crossing and criticizing her,
and tormenting her to attend to the needle and
to the business of the house. p.49) & T—24 L
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Sure we had a Queen in it previously. Mur-
rough’s mother that was a girl of the Hynes
out of Connacht. A very nice biddable
woman, rocking the cradle with Murrough,
and thanking God for her own good luck
through the Sundays and holidays of the
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But look now the way things are in his
province, and in every place that is under
him! No one travelling your highways, but
it is in the byroads men must creep, your
wheat fields all headland, the children
treading on the hungry grass. They are
cursing you for that. Oh, I have heard them.
They say they would as soon be under the
wicked Danes as under Malachi that is
turned careless and turned weak:--.You are
afraid to show kindness, you are in dread of
those poor hungry people,: p.72 (X5 7
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Great gains, great losses. The crown of Ire-
land for Brian, the High Kingship for Brian,
the treasures of Glenmama for Gormleith.
Who has the worst of it? Brian has that
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75 ‘3‘3 5%, FHIHENORELTISRIZLDD
LIELERYEBLTLS N, TNLK, BF R
BE3ADKREFLDTELTIEL WAL (You
were always wild in your young youth,
dragging me there and hither from the nurses.
You have had the tormenting of three husbands
since that time. p.78) E JEHET %5, %52 HIZ
W, 77ﬁ4®FﬁtT$E&é«®ﬁLw#
#eAs, BIMIIBVTRRANVE—TLERT TS

YIZHINT S5,

T—AVL AL, T7AF 7 RBEOGEEMD
REZIER, HRESZND L HIZTI4T VI
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1 (It was to a great king I came as a wife,
not to a monkish man serving heaven on his
knees. p.87) L BVHDO, TOHIHFETIE, T—
AL A ORBIRA A= VDTSN D,

This is the world and you cannot change
the world’s old custom. There must be
fighting so long as there is anything at all
worth fighting for. If there was not war in
the world it would be right to make a war,
to search out something to hate. Yes, I
know all the talk of love and charity, but it
is not of malice I am talking, but of the fury
of a blast of wind against a heap of rotten
dust. p.82 (IO ZLDE0s, Hie
OB NEEZ LI LI TER VD, »
LD TFEIRELDOVH LMY, ik
b7 TEWIT 2 vb, HFIZEH VA E
Lol bl HEOMRERLELT,
WEAAMZE) ETLOLBHEICRLTL X
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I thought myself to be wise, to drag things
here and there, to do some great thing,
moving men with big words. Oh, I have
pulled down the rafters of the roof that
sheltered mel...it was not my heart that
changed, it was anger and jealousy made
me crazy at the time. p.90-91 (HZAYEw
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Ireland, Ireland, I see you free and high and
wealthy; wheat in every tilled field, beauti-
ful vessels in the houses of kings, beautiful
children well-nourished in every house. No
meddling of strangers within our merings,
no outcry of Gael against Gaell p.75 (74
V7Y RE TAVTYF, RIIZAEECZR
DB, TLTEPLRLOBEZNAZ
%o LT HFINIMITITED, FEEOMHEIC
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L £ &4 3 %, (Go, Gormleith, to the church
and pray, bend your knees, pray and repent,
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pray and repent,-'p.86 T— A L A, EEIZH
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She came and she called to me and swept
the darkness away, and showed me the
whole country, shining and beautiful, an im-
age of the face of God in the smooth sea. All
bad things had gone from it like plover to
the north at the strengthening of the sun---.
p.85 (BELHR o TRTHREITRL, W
ZINED, RICEHDO WL EZHDFELL
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