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Issues and Prospects for the Operation of Environmental Education
Legislation in Japan and Taiwan

— Preliminary Research for Comparative Research —

Masahiro Saito (Kochi University)
Hideki Sato (Edogawa University)
Tzuchau Chang (National Taiwan Normal University)

The purpose of this research is to sort out the issues surrounding the operation of environmental education
legislation in Japan and Taiwan, and to consider how the legal system should be operated in the future. To that
end, we attempted to verify the operation of the environmental education legislation so far from the following
two perspectives. The first is the difference in the roles of environmental administration between Japan and
Taiwan. In the legislative process, we focused on the position of environmental administration in the legal system
and the relationships between ministries and agencies, and verified the background factors related to the
difference in the roles of environmental administration between Japan and Taiwan. The second is the
achievements and barriers of environmental education legislation in Japan and Taiwan. We considered the
enforcement status of the legal systems of both countries and the achievements and barriers of the mechanism
for promoting environmental education, ESD and SDGs.

Japan's environmental administration has contributed to the acquisition of knowledge and awareness of
environmental conservation among people by promoting environmental education. On the other hand, due to the
negative effects of the government's vertical administrative structure and lack of legal binding force,
environmental education and environmental conservation activities are lacking in expansion. In the future, in
order to expand the efforts of the Environmental Education Promotion Law in Japan, administrative staff will
grasp the contents of monitoring and evaluation of the operation of the legal system, raise awareness of the
effects of the legal system, and operate the legal system. It is important to hold workshops to further improve
the effects and to hold regular discussion meetings to ensure cooperation with various stakeholders.

On the other hand, Taiwan's environmental administration is a leader in the enactment of environmental
education law, and as a promoter of legal system operation, it aims to acquire knowledge about environmental
conservation for citizens, raise awareness, change attitudes and promote actions for sustainable development. In
addition to being legally binding, the Act of Environmental Education is responsible for informal environmental
education in the local community by the general office of the Environmental Protection Administration, and the
department of information and technology education of the Ministry of Education is in charge of formal



